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“The Others”

In the history America there was created an American hierarchy. The Declaration of Independence included the rights to life liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. However, those terms were exclusive to white people. Those who benefited from said rights, carried the name, American. Consequently, just as with success there comes failures, bad news follows good, when there exists rich there also exists poor. This deciding factor of class rich and poor thus began the American hierarchy. The rich white people and the poor white people or poor white trash for this paper we will refer to them as “the others”. Ever since the creation of the American hierarchy “the others” place has continued to change based on the historical analysis of race and class in relation to the shaping of being white. 

In the days of slavery poor white trash was established. The term was coined by house slaves. The House slaves used the term to refer to the white servants. Eventually, the term became common among all Southerners regardless of race. Slave owners helped approve the term poor white trash through their usage of it. their usage of the term labeled the others at the bottom of the American hierarchy. Slaes were bought and sold, whipped and beaten, lynched and falsely accused by white people. yet, they coined a term so degrading such as, poor white trash toward a people who looked like the same white people oppressing them. the difference was the class issue, who owned and who did not. In coining this term the black slaves put the poor white trash below them. Additionally, in the white elite approving this term through their usage of it, they placed the others at the bottom now even below the black slaves. Here, issues of class contributed to the placing of poor white trash in the American hierarchy, later, issues of race would come into play. 

When Jim Crow laws were established there was a clear division in which people believed in: white or black. Additionally, everything above the color line of “light” was considered white and everything below the color line of “dark” was considered black. During this time Jacobson describes that it was not good to be associated with the white race or was it good to “look” white.

 ‘I’m not white I’m; Italian’  rested on several historical preconditions now loosely relayed in the term ‘ethnic revival’ : the Civil Rights movement had heightened whites consciousness of their skin privilege rendering it not only visible but uncomfortable. 

These were answers to support their denial of benefitting from white privilege because their people were discriminated against too. Being white became an undeniable privilege. Furthermore, the visibility of looking white by the skin gave people access to better conditions. Despite class, the others could benefit from these color barriers. Additionally, the others began to become more integrated into American society, “Working class whites who had never exactly lost their ethnic identifications now mobilized on the Oasis of this new public language group cohesion, collective destiny, and often group rights under siege!” a people who were once labeled poor white trash by Black slaves and were the subjects of the eugenics movement and sparked quotes such as, 

“The South’s “poor white trash”, so aptly named by the Negro, is no doubt the product of the physical and mental unfit, left in the wake of the War Between the States. Let us take stock of this rubbish…Sterilize all individuals who are not physically, mentally, or emotionally capable of reproducing normal offspring.”

Were now integrated into American society through the idea of ethnic pride. They benefit from better conditions of jobs and living situations because of their skin tones. The others began at the bottom, went further down below Black slaves, and then integrated themselves to the top. Evaluating where they have been, may spark discussion about where they are now. 


The placing of the others in the American hierarchy began strictly on difference in class, and moved toward difference in race. Today, placing the others in the hierarchy whips back around to issues of class. Reality television shows today cover a wide variety of ego issues for the ‘normal’ American. There are reality shows about “The high life” that show ‘normal’ Americans how they do not live. Then, there are reality shows that boost ‘normal’ Americans egos and show Americans that they might not have the “high life” but they are better off than these people. “These” people that I am referring to are the television shows we watch just to laugh at how stupid people are or how unbelievably irresponsible people are. These are the poor white trash television shows, particularly “Teen Mom” or “My Big Red Neck Vacation”.  


“Teen Mom”  is a show based on teenage mothers who are  predominantly white. On the show the girls are always portrayed as irresponsible or unprepared to be a mother. Some girls and continually drawn to a guy that keeps them in their irresponsibility. 


“My Big Red Neck Vacation” is a show about Southern white people who often stay in trailer parks and considered “trailer trash”. They are taken to a family who lives the “high life”. The show high lights the manners that the southern white family has in comparison to the elite family. This becomes entertainment to the ‘normal’ American because it becomes humorous of how ignorant some one could 

On the same token, reality television shows involving Black people such as “Flava of Love”, or “I love New York seem to elicit the same audience. On “Flava of Love” the girls compete for an old hype man, in order to be his girlfriend. People tune in every week to see who he eliminates and how far the girls wpuld go to win the guy. The girls are represented by a variety of races. 

“I love New York” has the same concept, except there are guys competing to be the boy friend of a girl rejected from the show “Flava of Love”. She obtained her own show because of her outrageous attitude. People tune in to see that andhow far the guys will go to win her over. 

And I could even say the same about the great “Jersey Shore”. It seems now the people who result in doing these shows is not related to race but class. It is an issue of class and morals. In other words, if people don’t strive for the same goal of “The American Dream” and follow and rules and beliefs under that topic then they are considered at the bottom of the hierarchy. Furthermore, that is why it is so acceptable for people’s lives to be blasted on television, and it is so popular for people to tune in for entertainment. Simply because we can laugh at people and see the people that we ought not be in society. The white elite support this because it keeps their wealth and system in tact and it continues to produce people who will still follow in the footsteps of those people on television and be at the bottom of the hierarchy. “The Others” are then now placed back at the bottom but mixed in as this minority group of a conglomeration of races with the commonality of “low morals” according to the set up of the white elite.


Issues of race and class have continually contributed to the placing of the others in the American hierarchy. Today, the issue of class seems more prevalent with that placing. As a result, that keeps the others at the bottom, however, they are joined by other people, which then broadens the term of “the others”. Nevertheless, through slavery, Jim Crow laws, and the eugenics movement, the commonality has been the white elites control in being the puppet master of each major movement. Which sheds the light on the power that exists in class and race. Unfortunately, that power has controlled a groups of people in America, particularly, the others. 

