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What makes me Black?

There are many factors that pertain to a person being classified as a certain race. The question that burns in my mind every time I am asked to classify my race on a form is what really makes me that race, as I check the Black/African-American option. Having a diverse group of friends and growing up in a diverse community, I have observed and deduced that there are two definitions of race. There is a social definition of race that is defined by a person’s personality. On the other hand, there is a societal definition of race that particularly pertains to a person’s ethnic background. Furthermore, when someone has multiple ethnic backgrounds by the societal definition of race they are always referred to by the part of them that represents the minority. However, by the social definition of race what they are defined as contains factors that pertains to their personality, their music and food preferences, and the type of friends that they have. A shining example of this is our President, Barack Obama. President Obama has two different ethnic backgrounds: African-American, and White-American. However, he is classified as African-American. The problem is that people become upset (mainly the African-American community) when people refer to President Obama as White-American. When in reality he is equally White-American as he is African-American. The confusing thing is that a person could only have one ethnic background and by society is defined in that way. However, if they act outside the stereotypes of that race that society defines them as they are considered another type of race by the social definition of race. This new race that they “act” like is defined by which racial stereotypes the person fits.  Therefore, because President Obama has an African-American wife, and attends a pre-dominantly African-American Christian church he is considered by the social definition of race as just African-American. This is not to take away from the fact that his ethnic background contains African-American, but to point out that because of his preferences his White-American background is not considered. The main purpose is to present the idea that our definition of race is distorted. More importantly, to prove that it is a made up idea formed by stereotypes, social-class, and personal preference. The point is to get across to people the fact that placing people into categories presents a biased way of defining people. I know that people come from different countries and different ethnic backgrounds. I know that almost every race has a stereotype attached to being a part of that ethnicity. I know that race is not only defined by a person’s ethnic background but also by their social preferences. I cannot seem to figure out why people take those stereotypes and believe them to be true. I cannot grasp the idea of why someone’s personal preferences would classify them as another race. I want to write about this because I want to prove that is not the fact that both of my parents are classified as Black that makes me Black. Nor is it the way I dress, the music I listen to, or the people I call my friends. However, those are my preferences and those factors do not make me Black, but they make me human. 
